
SPRING 2021 

COURSES OPEN TO               

GRADUATE STUDENTS

DEPARTMENT OF PLANNING AND 

LANDSCAPE ARCHITECTURE



Inst ructor:  Shawn Ke l ly

Of fered: Lecture Wednesday 7:45 to 8:35am; 
Stud io Lab Wednesday/Fr iday 1:20 to 3:20

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Dec lared in  Landscape Arch i tec ture BLA or  ins t ructor  
permiss ion

Cred i ts:  3

Level:  Intermediate

L  & S Cred i t  Type: Counts as  LAS cred i t  (L&S)

LAND ARC 353: Landscape Architectural Technology I

Problems dealing with the comprehension and modification 
of the earth’s surface including landform design, preparation 
of grading plans, earthwork calculations.

Spring 2021
Undergraduate Course for Graduate Students
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Inst ructor:  Dav id  Bar t

Of fered: Tuesday/Thursday 3:30 to 4:45 

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: None

Cred i ts:  3

Level:  Intermediate

Breadth: B io log ica l  Sc ience

L & S Cred i t  Type: Counts as  LAS cred i t  (L&S)

LAND ARC 361: Wetlands Ecology

Types, origins, settings, and structure of wetlands. Physical, 
biological, and cultural values, uses and assessments. Physical and 
biological characteristics and dynamics. Protection, management 
and restoration. Field trips, literature review, term paper, and 
personal observations required. 
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Inst ructor:  Jeb Barzen

Of fered: Tuesdays 3:30 to 6:30

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  January  25 to March 2 Remote Synchronous; 
March 9 to Apr i l  20 in -person outdoors  at  UW-Madison Arboretum

Requis i tes: None

Cred i ts:  3

LAND ARC 375-001 Special Topics: 

Prescribed Fire-Ecology & Implementation

The course provides a background in fire ecology, fire behavior, fire 
effects, and the prediction of fire behavior for fields of the upper 
Midwest (wetland, prairie, savanna). The course includes field 
training with live fire exercises and the efficient use of equipment. 
Upon successful completion, students will receive a certificate of 
completion from the National Wildfire Coordinating Group (NWCG).
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Inst ructor: Sam Dennis

Of fered: Monday/Wednesday 4:00 to 5:15

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: None

Cred i ts:  3

LAND ARC 375-002 Special Topics: 
Social Justice & Urban Landscape

This course explores the relationship between urban landscapes and social justice. 
Landscape architects design public spaces—parks, plazas, urban parklets, and so on—that 
are sites in which social power is constructed, maintained, and contested. Designed 
landscapes are created in particular historical contexts and thus express the social relations 
of power of that time. But landscape meaning continues to change through time, 
sometimes intentionally and visibly as in the recent BLM protests in Lafayette Square (DC) 
and at other times in hidden and unacknowledged ways.
We will begin with an examination of Central Park, designed in 1868 by the landscape 
architect Frederick Law Olmsted, who believed that parks could improve social relations 
between people. At the same time, park construction removed others from the landscape. 
From here, we will explore U.S. urban landscapes chronologically and end the semester 
with sustained focus on the recent “Black Landscapes Matter” scholarship within landscape 
architecture. As a seminar course, the major learning activities include weekly readings 
and discussions, one short research paper and a final project presentation.
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Inst ructor:  Eve lyn Howel l

Of fered: 5 WEEKS - January  25 to February  28;  
Monday/Wednesday 2:30 to 3:45

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: None

Cred i ts:  1

LAND ARC 375-003 Special Topics: 
Survey of Restoration Ecology

Restoration Ecology is an important conservation practice with roots 
in the science of ecology as well as the art of landscape design. The 
focus of restoration is on maintaining, and often re-introducing a 
region’s natural plant communities, including grasslands, forests, and 
wetlands, and the ecosystem services they provide. You will learn 
about the origins of modern restoration practice and how to plan, 
implement, monitor and manage a project. We will consider projects 
in both rural and urban areas and those covering hundreds of 
hectares as well as small city lots.
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Inst ructor:  Eve lyn Howel l

Of fered: 5 WEEKS: March 1 to Apr i l  4;  
Monday/Wednesday 2:30 to 3:45

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: None

Cred i ts:  1

LAND ARC 375-007 Special Topics: 
Design With Nature: Wisconsin’s Native Plants

This course is all about Wisconsin’s native plants and their 
importance in creating a sense of place for the people of the state. 
You will become acquainted with a variety of plants growing in 
Wisconsin grasslands, woods, and wetlands and learn their current 
use in landscape design, as well as some of their folklore and cultural 
history. We will talk about gardening for birds and pollinators, for 
seasonal displays and for defining outdoor rooms. We will also cover 
some basics of propagation and long-term care.
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Inst ructor:  Eve lyn Howel l

Of fered: 4 WEEKS – Apr i l  5  to Apr i l  30;  
Monday/Wednesday 2:30 to 3:45

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: None

Cred i ts:  1

LAND ARC 375-008 Special Topics: 
Natural Landscape Design

This course is all about the science and art of using native plants 
to design the outdoor spaces in our communities and around our 
homes to enhance our quality of life and help conserve the natural 
environment. You will learn about the principles behind native 
landscape design, the factors that led to its development, and the 
many ways in which this form of expression enhances our quality 
of life and contributes to good health and well-being. You will have 
the opportunity to create a landscape design for a site of your 
choosing, or one provided by the instructor.
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Inst ructor:  A l fonso Mora les

Of fered: Tuesday/Thursday 1:00 to 2:15

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Sophomore s tanding

Cred i ts:  3

Level:  Intermediate

Breadth: Soc ia l  Sc ience

Gen Ed:  Communicat ion Par t  B

URB R PL 411: Marketplaces and Entrepreneurship

The history, practices, processes, and prospects of marketplaces 
generally and farmers markets in particular. Includes the history, 
practices, and processes, of entrepreneurship and the tight fit 
between markets and entrepreneurship. Explores marketplaces 
and entrepreneurship through the lens of economic development, 
food justice, and political regionalism.
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Ins t ruc to r :  J im LaGro

Of fe red:  Lec ture  Tuesday  1 :20  to  2 :10;  S tud i o  Lab  Tuesday /Thur sday  2 :25  to  5 :25

Mode  o f  Ins t ruc t i on:  Remote  Synchronous

Requ i s i te s :  Dec la red  in  Landscape  Arch i te c tu re  (BLA) ,  LAND ARC 261  & 321 ,  o r  
pe rm is s i on  o f  i ns t ruc to r

Cred i t s :  4

Leve l :  Advanced

Breadth:  Soc ia l  Sc ience

L&S Cred i t  Type:  Count s  as  LAS  c red i t  (L&S)

LAND ARC 561: Housing & Urban Design

An application of landscape design principles and problem-solving methods to housing 
and urban issues with attention to physical site design, land-use controls, and the 
relationship between housing and associated land uses. The built environment is 
continuously changing through multiple land development-and redevelopment-
decisions. Public policies on housing, transportation, mortgage financing, and taxation, 
in conjunction with changing demographics and lifestyle preferences, are just some of 
the factors that influence the evolving structure and function of the built environment. 
Landscape architects can play important roles--through design, civic engagement, and 
policy advocacy--in making our cities and suburbs healthier and more sustainable. 
Studio projects focus on the central city and/or suburbs.
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Inst ructor:  Er ic  Schuchardt

Of fered: Lecture Tuesday 8:50 to 9:40;  
Stud io Lab Tuesday/Thursday 9:55 to 12:55

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: LAND ARC 261 & 321 or  graduate /profess iona l  s tand ing

Cred i ts:  4

Level:  Advanced

Breadth: Soc ia l  Sc ience

L&S Cred i t  Type: Counts as  LAS cred i t  (L&S)

LAND ARC 562: Open Space Planning & Design

Form-giving design of open spaces in urban and rural 
settings and management for amenity and functional 
values. Integration of human activity requirements and 
experiences with physical and natural site features.
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Inst ructor:  Carey McAndrews

Of fered: Monday 2:25 to 4:55

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requis i tes: Sen ior  s tanding

Cred i ts:  3

Level:  Advanced

Course Opt ions: 50% Grad Coursework Requ irement

URB R PL 590 Topics: Climate Action Planning: 
Sustainable Transportation

Using principles of experiential learning, this course offers hands-on experience 
collaborating with the UW–Madison Office of Sustainability to prepare assessments 
of sustainable transportation in the campus context. Through this effort, we will 
learn fundamental concepts of climate action planning and sustainable 
transportation. We will work with campus partners and real campus data to analyze 
policies, programs, and plans to reduce greenhouse gas emissions from work- and 
school-based travel, as well as the potential health and well-being co-benefits of 
sustainable transportation interventions. Building on our already robust programs for 
active transportation, we will focus on reducing the carbon footprint of campus fleets 
and other auto-based travel on campus; and reducing the carbon footprint of 
university-related air transportation. 

Spring 2021
Undergraduate Course for Graduate Students
Department of Planning & Landscape Architecture



Inst ructor:  Kr is t in Thor le i fsdott i r

Of fered: Wednesdays 2:25 to 5:25

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Graduate /profess iona l  s tanding

Cred i ts:  3

Course Opt ions: Susta inabi l i ty  50% Graduate Coursework Requ irement

LAND ARC 621: Designing Healthy Communities Seminar

Sustainable community planning and design principles aimed at 
promoting human health and wellbeing as it relates to the quality of 
the physical environment. Special topics include access to settings that 
promote physical activity, social interaction and mental restoration; 
walk- and bike-ability; access healthy food, complete streets, place-
making, and biophilic design, active living assessment tools, and 
architectural sustainability certification systems focusing on the health 
benefits of good community design.
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Inst ructor:  Be ing determined

Of fered: LECTURE Monday/Wednesday 9:55 to 10:45;
LAB 302 Wednesday 11:00 to 1:00
LAB 303 Tuesday 9:00 to 11:00
Lab 304 Monday 11:00 to 1:00

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Be ing determined

Requ is i tes: LAND ARC 211 or  GEOG/CIV ENGR/ENVIR ST 377 or  
graduate /profess iona l  s tanding

Cred i ts:  3

Level:  Advanced

L&S Cred i t  Type: Counts as  LAS cred i t  (L&S)

LAND ARC 695: Applications of Geographic Information 
Systems in Natural Resources

This course has four components: 1) Detailed review of GIS 
concepts; 2) Case studies; 3) GIS implementation methods; 
4) Laboratory to provide "hands-on" GIS experience.
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URB R PL 734: Regional Economic Problem Analysis

Inst ructor:  Dave Marcou i l ler

Of fered: Monday/Wednesday 12:30 to 1:45

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Graduate /profess iona l  s tanding

Cred i ts:  3

Course Opt ions: 50% Graduate coursework requ irement;  fu l f i l l s  St ructure 
and Funct ions of  C i t ies & Reg ions Requ irement for  MS URPL degree

Examination of major theories of regional economic development, with 
special emphasis upon the evolution and amelioration of regional 
economic problems. Selected techniques of regional analysis, including 
economic base multipliers, input/output models, and shift-share 
analysis are used in the context of setting regional development goals.
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LAND ARC 740: Research in Landscape Architecture

Inst ructor:  Dav id  Bar t

Of fered: Tuesday/Thursday 12:30 to 1:45

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Graduate /profess iona l  s tanding

Cred i ts:  3

Course Opt ions: 50% Graduate coursework requ irement

Overview of research: Logic and language of the process, 
substantive issues, criticism of research literature, developments 
of detailed proposals. 
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URB R PL 781: Planning Thought & Practice

Inst ructor: Reve l  S ims

Of fered: Thursday 12:45 to 3:15

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Graduate /profess iona l  s tanding

Cred i ts:  3

Course Opt ions: 50% Graduate coursework requ irement

Intensive analysis of selected planning subjects that are important for 
understanding the history and theory of planning practice. The class 
will approach these subjects through a critical urbanist perspective 
that embeds the particular subjects of planning in their respective 
uneven and contested socio-spatial contexts while also emphasizing 
questions of democratic decision-making, power and representation, 
and justice in the process and outcomes of planning in order to inform 
a more reflective practice.
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Inst ructors: Edna Ledesma and Er ic  Schuchardt

Of fered: Fr iday 9:00 to 11:50

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Graduate /profess iona l  s tanding

Cred i ts:  3

Course Opt ions: Core course requirement for  MS URPL degree; 50% 
Graduate Coursework Requ irement

URB R PL 791: Visual Communication for Planners

Visual communication in planning addresses the communication of plans 
specifically in the form of site plans, master plans, comprehensive plans, 
illustrative design codes, cartography, analyses maps, among others. Provides a 
planning and design graphics foundation to help realize the procedures in 
communication and information management within today's interdisciplinary 
planning process. Develop skills in graphic communication from techniques 
currently used in the planning, architecture, engineering, landscape architecture 
and urban design fields and review several digital graphic representation 
programs as a means of developing a planning graphics toolkit.
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Inst ructor:  Br ian Ohm

Of fered: Tuesday/Thursday 9:30 to 10:45

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Graduate /profess iona l  s tanding

Cred i ts:  3

Course Opt ions: Core course requirement for  MS URPL degree; 
50% Graduate Coursework Requ irement

NOTE: Law students shou ld enro l l  in  LAW 830; 
Non-Law students  shou ld enro l l  in  URB R PL 833

URB R PL 833: Planning and the Legal System

An examination for students of planning of how the legal 
system influences community planning. Overview of the 
institutional framework for planning and the legal authority for 
tools used to create healthy and sustainable communities.
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Inst ructor: As l i  Gocmen

Of fered: Monday LECTURE 9:30 to 10:45;  Wednesday LAB 9:00 to 11:30

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Int roductory  GIS background and consent of  ins t ructor

Cred i ts:  3

URPL 841: Urban Functions, Spatial Organization 
and Environmental Form 
(GEOG 675 Topics: Planning for the Ecological City) 

Over half of the world’s population now lives in urban areas, with an expected increase of 
2.5 billion people in the next 30 years. As conversion of previously undeveloped lands into 
urbanized uses continues, we are faced with a number of environmental issues, for instance, 
fragmentation and destruction of habitats, and decreased air and water quality. Effective 
planning and policy can help mitigate environmental problems caused by land development 
and urbanization, and consequently, there is a critical role for planners and environmental 
professionals. This class is designed to familiarize students with ecological processes, 
strategies for “designing with nature,” planning responses to environmental problems in the 
United States, and geospatial environmental data and tools in order to analyze issues related 
to ecological land development.

We will meet twice a week. Monday meetings are designed as seminars and students will 
take lead in most of our sessions. Wednesday meetings are generally designated for 
analyzing geospatial environmental data and getting familiar with different geospatial tools.
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Inst ructor:  Carey McAndrews

Of fered: Tuesday 2:15 to 4:45

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Graduate /profess iona l  s tanding

Cred i ts:  3

Course Opt ions: 50% Graduate Coursework Requ irement

URB R PL 843: Land Use Policy & Planning

Critical evaluation and analysis of land use policies and programs in 
relation to comprehensive planning and growth management issues 
in the U.S. The role of legislative and judicial processes and 
emerging public land use social values and philosophies in the 
development, regulation, and effectuation of innovative land use 
policies. Alternative land policy and growth guidance systems of 
select European countries.
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Inst ructor:  Kur t  Pau lsen

Of fered: Monday/Wednesday 11:00 to 12:15

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Graduate /profess iona l  s tanding

Cred i ts:  3

Course Opt ions: 50% Graduate coursework requ irement;  fu l f i l l s  St ructure 
and Funct ions of  C i t ies & Reg ions Requ irement for  MS URPL degree

URB R PL 844: Housing and Public Policy

Issues and methodological problems encountered in the 
production, financial, and consumption sectors of housing 
program design; comparisons with European and Third World 
country housing and public policy programs.
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Inst ructor:  Eve lyn Howel l

Of fered: Thursday 9:30 to 10:45

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Graduate /profess iona l  s tanding

Cred i ts:  1

Course Opt ions: 50% Graduate coursework requ irement

LAND ARC 866: Seminar in Natural Plant 
Community Restoration & Management

This spring our restoration seminar will feature readings, 
discussions, and presentations on the past, present, and future 
of restoration ecology in the Midwest. We will begin by 
discussing excerpts from a recently published book: Ecological 
Restoration in the Midwest and examining the history and 
present state of the restorations at the University of Wisconsin-
Madison Arboretum. We will then follow with sessions organized 
and led by each participant on additional aspects of the topic.
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Inst ructor:  Eve lyn Howel l

Of fered: Monday 1:00 to 2:15

Mode of  Inst ruct ion:  Remote Synchronous

Requ is i tes: Graduate /profess iona l  s tanding

Cred i ts:  1

Course Opt ions: 50% Graduate coursework requ irement

LAND ARC 940: Graduate Seminar

In the Spring Semester this course is all about establishing a learning 
community in which we can investigate and share the areas of theory, 
practice, and methods that underlie our various interest areas. The class 
is organized around three activities: 

1) Individual Project/Research Presentations by all participants whose 
projects are in various stages of development from brainstorming 
possible topics to sharing final results; 

2) Journal Reviews during which we report on and interpret scholarly 
articles that relate to the various interests of the participants; and 

3) Discussions of Current Events related to our professional interests.
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