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LA 462: Regional Design

Lake Wingra Watershed

The remarkable waters of Lake Wingra reside in the heart of Wisconsin near
downtown Madison. This natural resource provides exceptional recreation

opportunities, prime real estate property, along with beautiful natural
landscapes secluded in an otherwise urbanized environment. However, due to
decades of urban development around Lake Wingra it has seen serious declines
in its naturalistic function. In response to this environmental crisis the Friends of
Lake Wingra was formed in 1998. The organization formed with the intent of
improving the health and safety of Lake Wingra through engaging and educating
the public. To more thoroughly comprehend the negative impacts resulting from
urban development a set of spatial analysis maps were constructed. These
maps will help the public understand the physical, environmental, and social
systems contributing to the negative impacts on the health and safety of the
Lake Wingra.

Key Stakeholers

@ FOLW Board of Directors 6) Town of Madison
2 ) University of Wisconsin-Madison 7 ) Dane County Lakes and Watershed Commission
3) Edgewood College Vilas, Regent, Bay Creek, and Greenbush
@ State of Wisconsin Neighborhoods
@ City of Madison @ Nakoma Golf Club
10) Strand Associates, Inc.
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Watershed Analysis

The Lake Wingra Watershed encompasses a variety of people,
environments, and structures that provide the surrounding communities
with numerous benefits while also contributing to underlining issues.
Using the GIS spatial analysis maps it can be shown that along the
eastern boundary of the watershed resides a very dense, diverse, and
economically deprived community. From this it can be gathered that the
primary focus of these communities may not be privately funding
solutions to stormwater runoff, transportation congestion, or proper
ecosystem habitats. Perhaps this can lead to the case to providing
government funds to help implement such things has rain gardens, rain
barrels, bio-swales, community gardens, bike lanes and adequate bus
stops.

As for the west half of the watershed boundary there is a much
higher sense of stability amongst the community members. These
communities have a much less dense, high income, less racially diverse
group of residents. This could lead to more privately funded solutions to
the key issues of stormwater, transportation, and pollinator habitats.
With the primary use of space being residential the presence of lawns
greatly increases along with the negative environmental impacts. By
encouraging homeowners to use rain gardens, rain barrels, and
phosphorus free fertilizers it can help alleviate the negative impacts on
the Lake Wingra Watershed. Not all of the responsibility can be placed
on the individual homeowner and ultimately the municipalities along
with the work of Friends of Lake Wingra will need to take hold of the
situation.
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