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Project overview
 Multi-year project initiated in Fall 2011 
 Builds from previous analysis
 Develop estimates of the economic role that State Parks 

and Trails (and public lands) have on nearby communities
 Descriptive: impact of visitor expenditures on jobs, income, and 

other regional economic characteristics
 Inferential: to what extent do state parks and trails impact 

regional economic and demographic change?
 Phase I report released November 2013.
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Phase I Methods
 Estimate expenditures of park visitors

 Meta-analysis of existing and relevant studies
 Normalize data to common units by activity

 Disaggregate total park/trail visitors into local and non-local categories.
 Delphi process utilizing local park/trail experts (property managers).
 Two regions – micro and macro

 Expand to total regional visitor expenditures by park or trail property:
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Where:
a = relevant park/trail activity type
E = expenditure by activity (using meta-analysis)
p = proportion of n most common activity types by property (delphi; sums to 1.0)
V = individual daily property visits (obtained from WDNR Bureau of Parks and Rec.)
o = origin (local, non-local distinctions by property from delphi)

 Aggregate and apply stimulus to regional input-output models

March 31, 20143

Gateway Communities and State Parks:
An economic impact assessment of outdoor recreation

Gateway Communities and State Parks:
An economic impact assessment of outdoor recreation

March 31, 20144



3/31/2014

3

March 31, 20145

Gateway Communities and State Parks:
An economic impact assessment of outdoor recreation

Expenditures by
Activity (Ea)

 Non-local spending provides 
private-sector stimulus to:
 local businesses
 local household incomes
 local government

 Estimates statewide:
 Just over $1,000,000,000 spent 

by visitors to WSPS annually
 Roughly $580,000,000 spent by 

non-local visitors
 Non-local spending supports:

 roughly 8,200 jobs
 Roughly $350,000,000 in local 

income

 Non-market benefits
 Legacy conservation
 Ecosystem function value
 Option, bequest, and 

existence values
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The Lake Winnebago Waters  
“MACRO” region
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Lake Winnebago Waters “Macro Region” WSPS Characteristics
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Macro region impact of WSPS
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High Cliff State Park & 
its “MICRO” region
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High Cliff State Park is the only WSPS property with a full-service marina
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High Cliff SP: 
Top 5 Activities
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Micro-region spending

Gateway Communities and State Parks:
An economic impact assessment of outdoor recreation

14 March 31, 2014

Gateway Communities and State Parks:
An economic impact assessment of outdoor recreation

Micro-region impacts
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Micro-region business sectors affected
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 High Cliff State Park is an important local economic asset:
 Motivates annual infusion of private-sector stimulus
 Stimulus creates:

 local business receipts, proprietor’s income and property incomes.
 local household incomes

 Also provides annual influx of local government revenues:
 $980,000 in local and state tax

 $364,000 in sales taxes
 local property tax base, fees, licenses, and other taxes

 Non-market benefits
 Legacy conservation
 Ecosystem function value
 Option, bequest, and existence values

Conclusions
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Thanks! For further discussion 
of these topics:

Mary Kohrell
Kohrell.Mary@co.calumet.wi.us

Linda J. Guelig
Linda.Guelig@wisconsin.gov

Jeff Prey
Jeff.Prey@Wisconsin.gov

Dave Marcouiller
dwmarcou@wisc.edu


